CANZ23ARS 339 S

@ @Lﬂ;‘_
118111 CONGRESS
18T SESSION S. RES.

Honoring the 30th anniversary of the partnership between the State of
Nebraska and the Czeeh Republic under the State Parvtnership Program.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. RICKETTS (for himsell and Mrs. FIsC1IER) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on

RESOLUTION

Honoring the 30th anniversary of the partnership between
the State of Nebraska and the (zech Republic under

the State Partnership Program.

Whereas Nebraska has the highest percentage of citizens with
('zech ancestry of any State in the United States;

Whereas the State Partnership Program was created m 1993
to link a State’s National Guard with a partner nation’s
military, security forces, and disaster response organiza-
tions in a cooperative, mutually beneficial relationship;

Whereas, in July 1993, the partnership between the State of
Nebraska and the (‘zech Republic under the State Part-
nership Program was established;

Whereas the State Partnership Program has fostered mili-

tary-to-military cooperation and enhanced interoperability



CANZZASY 330 P K

9

-

between units of the Nebraska Natienal Guard and the
Armed Foices of the Czech Republic;

Whereas that cooperation. has ineluded joint training exer-
eises, exchianges of personnel, and sharing of military ex-

pertise and practices;

Whereas, since 1993, the Nebraska National Guard has exe-
cuted move thau 300 engagements with the Armied
Forces of the Czech Republic and has engaged with more
tlian 2,500 members of these forces;

Whereas the State Partnership Program has been mutnally
heneficial for the Nebraska National Guard and the
Armed Forees of the Czech Republie, strengthening dip-
lomatie, nulitary, and cultural ties. and eontributing to re-
eional and international security and eooperation;

Whereas the State Partnership Program hag better prepared
the Armed Forces of the ("zech Republie forr North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization (NATO) exerecises, integration in
NATO air niobility operations, .cyber defense, and com-
bined exercises with other State Partnership Program
partners;

Whereas the ('zech Republic hay been a trustad and valuable.
member of the NATO alliance since the (‘zech Republic
joined the alliance in 1999,

Whereag the (lzech Republic has contributed to wvarious
NATO-led missions, including: in Afehanistan, where
11,500 Czech soldiers were deployed and 14 were killed
in action fighting the Taliban;

‘Whereas the Czech Republie has provided significant military
and humanitarian support to Ukraine and Ukrainian ref-
ugees in response to Russia's unprovoked and illegal in-

vasion of Ukraine in February 2022; and
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Whereas the Czech R::epuljl_i.c has been '1'&\-(.?9‘@1‘1?29(1 with awards
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for joint military operations carried out m cooperation
with the United States, NATO achievements, and acts of

heroism and service: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1} recognizes the cooperation aiid beneficial ve-
lationship betweer the (‘zech Republic and the State
of Nebraska and the steadfast partuership between
the Czech Republic and the United States over the
past 30 vears;

(2) expresses appreciation for the commitment
of the Armed Forces of the Czeeh Republic to the
Nebraska National Guard in advancing peace, sti-
bility, and mutnal understanding;

(3) expresses continued support for thie State

Partnership Program betiween the State of Nebraska

and the Czech Republic;
(4). commends the Czech Republic for commit-

ting to meet the NATO target of spending at least

two percent of its Gross. Domestic Product on. de-

fense n 2024; and
(5) ecommends the (‘zech Republie for inaeas-

g its cooperation with Taiwan, including eollabora-

tion that may enliance Ta-iwaJi’S--def‘ense". posture.



